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A1) THE SEA
j}IlENrES IN ‘TIIE OLD l\MN' AND Oidt Man aid the Sea,
Quite a number of themes arc scen in Thfls critics have fathomed
The novel has different strata of meaning. Vario
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the depth of the underlying meaning in the novel and have expressed
dim:rcgt views. Critics liizc %:arlos Bagkcr. Philip Young and Leo Gurko
are specially concerned with two qualities of Santiago—his cpic in-
dividualism and the love he feels for the creatures who share with him a
world of inescapable violence—though in the main cach views lhclsc
qualities from a different point of literary compass. Young regards the
novel as essentially classical in nature, Gurko sees it as reljleclmg
Hemingway's romanticism; and to Baker, the novel is Christian in con-
text and the old fisherman is suggestive of Christ. Let us see these dif-
\ [ferentshades of meaning in the novel.
| The theme of individualism and interdependence '
}' According to Burhans, the novel reveals the theme ofindividynhszm
* and interdependence. Santiago has Iearnt the importance of solidarity
and interdependence through his individualism. This old man has been
unlucky because of his failure to catch a single fish for as many as eighty-
four days. He has fished alone for forty-four days and with the boy for
another forty days. The boy deserts him thinking him to be an unlucky
fisherman. The old man has depended upon the boy but now he has been
Siling alone on the vast occan. He has caught a big marlin which is
Miuled by the sharks. But the old man does not acceptdefeat. A man can
be destroyed but not defeated, and he decides 1o fight them until he dies.
In his sequestered life and lonely voyage on the ocean, he has experienced
Kinship with the sca, the birds, the fishes and the memorics of the youth,
The old man shows kinship with the birds dipping into the water, Secing
the ducks flying over he feels that he is not lonely. He talks to the warbler
from the north. The bird flies around the old man man’s head and rests
on the line. He puts the questions to the bird, “How old are you 7" "I
this your first trip 2" It is not the only bird that he loves. He shows kin-
ship even with the marlin whom he kills. He kills the fish for pride and
profession—more the spiritual than the pkysical one. He says, "Fish, |
love you and respect you very much. But I will kill dead before this day
ends.” The old man considers the marlin as his brother. In this respect
Burhans has observed, “And so, though he kills the great [ish, the old
man has come to love him as his equai brother, sharing a life, which is a
capricious mixture of incredible beauty and deadly violence and in which
all creatures are both hunter and the hunted, they are bound together in
11s most primal relationship.”

The theme of strong individualism and a sense of universality, and
the love of all creatures has provided unity and coherence 10 the novel.
The old man who has been helped by the boy in the beginning, remem-
- PER Xy bers him 100 often. His thoughts go back to Manolin in his fatigue and

e loneliness. He remarks, ‘I wish [ had the boy, and later he thinks, ‘No one
R 2 should be alone in their old age. The old man’s kinship with other per-
- . sons grows when the marlin has been eaten away by the sharks.

' “I'cannot be too far out now he thought.” ] liope no one has been
My 7 too worricd. There is only the boy to worry, of course. But I am sure he
"¢ 4% would have confidence. Many of the old fishermen will worry. Many

W (1 otherst100.”
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tiago, Hemingway 2ims a1 precision, xaciness sed S
2 master fisherman and sets his fishing lines with more care fam o
fishermen. 1t is better 10 be lucky, he thinks, but be will be exan
skilful instead ; then when luck comes, he willbe ready for . This s
applicable to Hemingwzy 23 2 writer. Hemingway 2lso beliewes 3
complishing his literary tasks with the greatest possible siall sn
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